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STAT 



lit: the iifihr 'bC.tkis ;);eri'esUof-\ 
articles-, based -on- exclusive 
interviews. i~ vnth : - -Th«r- -Times, 
TU).x>KDihir!<v elovf- a 9 -former : 
KGB‘>yfficer‘?ttnd’}. Toss', jcorr 
resporndenry^itescribes' the' .hep 
.afi$tdcratrir z of '■ Soviet?. . Ruspa 
formedtHby '■{'"a . ‘corrupt Vlrare<ra» 
cracy.".' - . - Vy/f : -:r O' 0 " ;A‘ ’ 
-'-Russisris ‘rutf*byAm ' isolated; 
self -.perpetuating,-.- L'“:ansto- 

bureaucracy ” 4 ';. cushioned'' from, 
reality- and 1 ;-, unaware //bt/.-tho 
catastrophe/ facing ■ the- -. Soviet 
economy ..“And* ‘/.whoever ;/, sue-; ! 
ceeos- Mr/SrOThhevr’ssl; leader.' 
tvflWitare : to ; take.*- radical ’ mea-j 
suresr/to stave off /the 'collapse'; . 

o£-SoHet ;society9t.7' , ,r L" /',■■ ■ ■ • 

" -Thos^ are the conclusions 'at 
Hya r -■•'Dzhirkvelovj .r/iyho. " has 
spsrir-'-’ nearly, J '-40i/ years' .as /a 
member- ' of '-' Russia’s- -‘ruling; 
elite, - first as’ a KGB officer/- 
then das/ m'- Tass-' correspondent 
abroad;'- Before his defection- | 
Mr-iDzhirkvelrnr; was a Soviet 
offTciarivvich' therWorldv'Heaitlr, 
Organization -/> iriV; Geneva/.' / .a' 
high iv-pri re d U‘ ..privilege.-.; ;-en> 

trusted.-. ; only';/to,i' -lp;-a(..; r Com*, 

raumsts-.-’ — .‘ :i u X A 

■ Throughout ! tHi?‘lbng,-;ea.re.er’ : . 
Me Dzhirkveibv-Has closely/ob-. ! 
served-- the ways-'o-f’/'rhe , Spyiet; ' 
establishment? It^. isj/ I ts' ’stfys/ ai 
moribund body 5 ofTlnpripcipled’ 
careerists; and nothibg/short .of. 

. real -chauger-’caprsave 5 ' itr: .The- 
bureaucratic* - disease, was; ;' in-. 
Iferent 1 -ihV-ther-'So/viet; system., 
from- -the start?. But /under.. Ajfcj i 
BfezKneV'Tt^Kas'iheaebedT'ejjL-. '• 
clemic proportions.. There ; ■ 

according - to- " Mr ,- Dihi'rfcvsfdy,. 
an 1 - un-wieldy “ new : aristo-c 
cracy-’V " or / -. -‘‘.aristo-bursim-. 
cracy”,. consisting of Party and 
Government' 1 organs' ' at ../all; 
levels, the- KGB, .'the, Army,, 
local . ■ administration ., officers,, 
and - officials of all- kinds; /who/ 
between them control and suf-' 
locate-' all ’"aspects ,o£ r Soviet; . 
citizens* lives..-,/ .v*:-- 
The. idea; thas'.the boycott of' 
the Olympic' Games 'has intro-/ 
duced'-politicS” into sport,’ Mir 
Bzhirkvelov, points out, .is -mis/ 
taken. Its / the-- - Soviet * Union 
ttothing,.is jin.tog^hed yby y the! 
tentacles- ,o£v /governments, land; 
everything, _ ‘ from-.- sport..-- tor| 
literature,', is ' already suffused; 
with and controlled by political 
considersTions'./,,-/;;.-:. 


Mr Dzh 
that he 1 

Sal* 18 abroad" with-^KGB ' Mnvone' sense,. Mr Dzhmkvelov ^"^UtodglL aide*. /than /Mr; 

connexions he. had two cars-;.*/ irsre ^>'/^ ,e r ^ VI 3 r ' t o' 'Srechnev.is ..V stronger phystc-,,. 

_ii 1 £ i ~ a r . SUTOnSC.. in , tudt it IS allle to n | ^ fpw. nrAfliCter! the 


connexions he. by d two ears* a, ; ;*• ic’ oMf. to- r ne V ; . is • su on^er pny.s 

well-appointed fiat in-,Moscow.v.:^^^. h ^:* v ^ a U" and leav-s Bl 'V . fe ' v ’ P^chcted..- taej, 

PS ' well as- in his- • overseas „lf_wKh i ' 1:5e -' of r Mr:,; JKlyushchey after- 
posting'; frequent, travel to and / those A^ko-T - ; r '"nr. alter-’ death '.of. . Stalin,, and- the. 
from, the .West ; and ^y^post-Brezhdev era,, could throw r 



rbtrerf-'ar the“fcentre,/The' Soviet:/ . - .-. ; / , - . awards,- These- iricludevthe L'enin- 

svstem, Mr, ' Dzhirkvelov .. told.'...'cnrireiri&' DOVVef : ‘'V- ?ri- e v, tor "^ ,c l ratu , r - e ? :3vv ‘ ,t - -®fv 

The Times..' /i?/., in :‘np,; /way' i - //.;/op:i?Mr3-:Brezhnev.T.wjnemoirSj. 

socialist in, the true/.dr, original. -, ;• "which are, now -reotured. readme 

sense.; It. crushes every spark of./’ , ;The regime’s response-'tb the - in /: Sovietv schools, v and. ’Much; 
human . individuality; //and/ influence- : of the BBC - arid the ’ MV : Dzhtrkyeiov dismisses; as 

ri noondc ’ 5 f nr i ’ciirviv^l h.n X r *. » ■. '\.'L 


according to his ; own- account-^/ can /.judge. that. for - ourselves.’’^.?^;. 5 > ;e^no^^^^Tev 
increasingly critical of a system ’ why, Mr^Dzhirkvelov . arid -hiss decay-. n”\w&Sfbrr- 
which '"was* v ■* nvai tit allied 7 cnlv •. ^ 0 ^.; w?»<r EconoimcaHy„the, .yO-i - . 

through fear and cpercion 

Dzhirkvetov was' disturbed ,uy. n c Ruccia -> hv’ western:^ ideas* “• > * .r _ 
what he., regards as the, il]T 

considered, /. even reckless-^ The ^eatment..of, ? Soviet . dissK^^^^/^conomy. 

poiictesvjxirsuedi by the-iSemlm Vd. enti - he argues, is in- itself a . 0 f . permanent, rather .than, tem- 
: IfieO/Jitvasion .of Afghanistan!* J l Sn ;of - insecurity, ile is not yporary: scarcity has; created .;. ,0 
was.’/inA-hi'si view/ an actv which.- himseir,. sympathetic to > the , buge number- of possibilings lor 
f levil'Sn « the /face • not/only- of. dissidents, but considers, -fite-: taking money -bv- dishonest 
wbrl.dr. 6 pinipnj.bur aiso/offplaih'/j exiling of Dr Andres •9 a L^ lar Z ov -;: means;,”,- and this-'-'has-. in [tun] 


cbmmbn;0ense.' ;/This ';v./s-' the- j ; 
last straw /irfiMf j Dzhirkvei o v*s ■ ’ ’ 
gr owi hT. ;cti si 1 Uts Lo n m e n r:=i \Vh e n 
; o f f iciais | ipit heJSov i e t : Em has sy 
in' ‘Gen e va-; trie d ' to, f r a m e. , -h i m . 
by:-making'/aj minor, traffic viola* 
tipT'/intova- more serious offence % 
i ti vpi vih g; fdnun ken driving,. Mr. 
Uzhirkvelovi-k; realized ’'V- ’ the: 

' a u t horif t es; ;jm ust -be prep a ri n g 
a-casbiagamst- him. He.returtfed- 
;tp'? 5 Mo/scawfi‘stil! ..hoping -that 
friends in high places would in- : 
tervendjorn^his, behalfABut, most 
shuniied;' Mr./Dzhirkvelbv as ‘ d 
doomed; man- with whom -ir was- 
wise^'not/: to -'associate/' Seeing 
this./as; /-final - proof ■' that the 
system /which: had nurtured- him . 
was. 'about, 'to turn ort- him; with 


a member .of the.. Academy, /-fed, toTarge-scale- corruption ;at 
a great Russian . scientist to-. /all/leVehff of- Soviet-life,- Chronic 

be scandalous. The. ruling elite,. -/shortages: vof food .-and. : housing 
he'- believes, is' kept, in power s’davei also-v-led to -poor ./health, 
"15y~the Army and the KGB, and ’since - the /unceasing search- for 
“’anything /Could ^.happen !*/ r if /the /necessities- of lifey coupled 
ithiy .Mver.e > to* : faltePK" for ,/ a, ; . dith-the daily-.routine of, -office 
1 single" day "* / : ...or- factory, means- -that ;:eoi>le 

X /From thisi point of ’view, the. -return ..home An-, the' 
icpiestionf of;- who; succeeds, . Mp,-. /‘.cpmpletely drained. both.j);.p 
‘Brezhnev* either, as Party leader; ‘sically '.and morally . Tr - 
piTas-cPresident: (he.hoids both,— much concern -about .... .V?> 
posts) could be important .tnso/9 Uzhi'rkVelby; disclpses.^ -■ . 

fan as any, new ..man, ac/the./top Sbviet.ToE|ici?ls A ft* fWlTO, n>. 
tnesV'-’to/T/tackte ; -;thev. Soviet f 'Genava.';. 1 ;/ _ , . «tiai*ed' 

malaise. ./'i'iie' : succession , proii-. /Their - - worries 
Jem is'el.f/.is, iniMriDzhifkvelbv’s'/ with’. ; /Western co f 
viAvp.'.; ‘ " imperiettable/”.';//The/ eluded, the ; spread o 
“ favoiirite ^'candidate " 1 of? the^ ism ; in’ /Russia, whi . . A/ 
.Western- press.-’L-vMr.. Brezhnev’s -| as, due/to' the' pressures, ot 5>ov* 
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let life,: coupled with the ready 
availability of cheap vodka.- 
When .Mr B. V. Petrovsky, the 
Soviet ' Minister of ' Health,, 
visited Geneva,, he even ad- 
mitted/.to , a closed session of 
’ Soviet ! officials at WHO that, 
if.., : 'alcoholism" . continued’,, to 
spread at its present, rate, in 
Russia, , it would.. -..eventually 
lead to- " the degeneration, of 
the nation”. - , «... 

. Whereas. -in;' the . past, says" 
M/ Dzhirkvelov, - ordinary .Rus- 
sians. ..(Complained .. privately 
about economic decay and poli- 
tical repression; nowadays 
more and more- members of the 
. ruling elite itself-, are voicing 
theipjconcera. These, he says, 
include officers, of; both- the 
Army . aud che. KGB, "..which, I 
after - : all-, are composed of | 
people, many of whom -under- 
stand what is going on r-only 
too wellA On 1% the-/ pinnacle of- 
power is- totally-isolated from 
reality. 

Ir is not surprising if-Mr 
Brezhnev . and- his colleagues 
believe- In. the abundance of. 
Comitiumsfc. '.society’ ‘since,- they; 
livainn '.l't,' eyen-'rf; hobbdiif else: 
dogs! . So. will; some new; leader-' 
ship., .take -the'!* radicaf, "i-acion-.' 
all' measures ’’/.Mr.. Dzhirkvelov, 
believes, necessary,' including a 
'degree , of 'democratization? , Mr. 
‘Dzhirkvelov himself is/ not “op-- 
timistic. If ; the/Kcemlin tight- 
ens up still- further,, he says, 
something could- well, crack'-; 
bat, if- it allows liberalization, 
that- too- would lead to-- an “".uns- 
predic table, /explosion!’. //Many- 
Russians, lie .says,b"are fear-) 
fully-; asking themselves-: ; what' 
imlltr Happen next, / ‘Tile; one 
certainty--’,' Mr/ Dzhirkvelov 
concludes, “is that something 
must - happen. We / cannot /go- 
on as we are for 'much longer/ 

<9 Times Newspapers ,Limj ted,-, 19S0 
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